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DURHAM -- Three Durham women may have answers about the disappearance of 34-year-old Allison Jackson Foy, a Wilmington woman who vanished in July from a Carolina Beach sports bar. 


Wilmington-based private investigator Marc Benson said Foy chatted with three women -- who witnesses said were from Durham -- before leaving in the vehicle of the man Benson believes, is responsible for Foy's disappearance. 

Benson, a law enforcement veteran of more than 20 years, said Foy's family hired him to help bring closure to the investigation. 

Now, almost five months after the assistant Holiday Inn manager's disappearance, Benson is firing what he called "a shot in the dark" in hopes the women will come forward and help investigators to identify the man. 

Foy, the married mother of two young girls, was last seen alive at Junction Billiards Sports Bar at 5216 Carolina Beach Road in Wilmington, where she was a regular, Benson said. 

In the months following her disappearance, Foy failed to call her family on the date of her mother's death and missed the birthdays of younger relatives. That is unlike her, said Monica Caison, director of the Community United Effort Center for Missing Persons, a Wilmington-based nonprofit. 

A frequent cell phone user, Foy made her last cell phone call at 2:20 a.m. on the morning of July 31. After that, "she fell off the face of the Earth," Benson said. 

After leaving the bar on the night of July 30, Foy spoke with the three young women, each in her mid-to-late 20s, in the parking lot of the club, Benson said. 

The women may have seen Foy get into the vehicle of a man Benson called a "person of interest" in the case. 

Witnesses told Benson two of the Durham women left at the same time in a cab and that the third left later, also in a cab. Some witnesses have said the women said they stayed at Carolina Beach Hotel about six miles from the bar, Caison said. 

The male, a regular at the bar, denied being at the bar July 30 or knowing Foy, but later recanted his denial, according to Benson. 

Most recently, he has confirmed he was at the club and spoke to Foy but denied leaving the bar with her Benson said.

 "We're hoping [the women] will come forward and help us pin this guy down," Benson said. 

"[The potential witnesses] don't even know [that] what they saw in the parking lot that night could mean something," said Caison, "That's why it's so important to us to reach them." 

Anyone with information can reach Marc Benson at (910) 471-5335 or the 24-hour tip-line at the CUE Center for Missing Persons, (910) 232-1687. 


